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[Wherever  the  same  or  a  similar  provision  exists  in  the  old  Constitution,  a  mar 
ginal  reference  is  made  to  such  provision,  and,  in  most  cases,  alterations  are 
pointed  out  by  note,  or  by  printing  them  within  quotations. 

The  other  citations  refer  to  statutes  which  have  been  incorporated  into  this  Con 
stitution,  or  which  relate  to  similar  subjects; — to  executive,  legislative  and 
judicial  opinions  upon  parts  of  the  old  Constitution  which  are  still  retained, 
and,  to  reports  and  the  action  of  the  Legislature,  leading  to  the  history  of 
various  new  provisions,  and  thereby  tending  perhaps  to  elucidate  their  mean 
ing. 

These  references,  though  not  pretended  to  be  complete,  it  is  hoped  may  be  con 
venient  and  useful.] 


We.  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- York,  grateful  to 
Almighty  God  for  our  freedom  ;  in  order  to  secure  its  bless- 
ings, DO  ESTABLISH  this  Constitution. 


ARTICLE  I. 

Section  1.  No  member  of  this  State  shall  be  disfranchised,  or 
deprived  of  any  of  the  rights  or  privileges,  secured  to  any  citizen 
thereof,  unless  by  the  law  of  the  land,  or  the  judgment  of  his  peers. 

Section  2.  The  trial  by  jury,  in  all  cases  in  vchich  it  has  been 
heretofore  used,  shall  remain  inviolate  forever.  "  But  a  jury  trial 
may  be  waived  by  the  parties  in  all  civil  cases,  in  the  manner  to  be 
prescribed  by  law." 

Section  3.  The  free  exercise  and  enjoyment  of  religious  profes- 
sion and  worship,  without  discrimination  or  preference,  shall  forever 
be  allowed  in  this  State  to  all  mankind  ;  "  and  no  person  shall  be  ren- 
dered incompetent  to  be  a  witness  on  account  of  his  opinions  on  mat- 
ters of  religious  belief ;"  but  the  liberty  of  conscience  hereby  secured 
shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  excuse  acts  of  licentiousness,  or  justify 
practices  inconsistent  with  the  peace  or  safety  of  this  State. 

Section  4.  The  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be 
suspended,  unless  when,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion,  the  public 
safety  may  require  its  suspension. 

Section  5.  Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  excessive 
fines  imposed,  nor  shall  cruel  and  unusual  punishments  be  inflicted, 
"  nor  shall  witnesses  be  unreasonably  detained." 

Section  6.  No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital  or 
otherwise  infamous  crime  (except  in  cases  of  impeachment,  and  in 
cases  of  the  militia,  when  in  actual  service  ;  and  the  land  and  naval 
forces  in  time  of  war,  or  which  this  Stale  may  keep  with  the  con- 
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disfranchised. 
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Wend.  449.     15 
do.  451. 


2  ART.  1.— RIGHTS. 

sent  of  Congress  in  time  of  peace  ;  and  in  cases  of  petit  larceny, 
under  the  regulation  of  the  Legislature)  unless  on  presentment  or 
indictment  of  a  grand  jury ;  and  in  any  trial  in   any  Court  what- 
ever, the  party  accused  shall  be   allowed  to  appear  and  defend  in 
Private  propprty  person  and  with  counsel,  as  in  civil   actions.     JNo  person  shall  be 
14o"'^^U  Wend.  '  subject  to  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy  for  the  same  offence  ;  nor  shall 
•54.  15  Wend. 374.  he  be  compelled  in  any  criminal  case,  to  bo  a  witness  against  him- 
, ; ,  ;i8  do.  8.      ■^|?^'y  self  ;  nor  bo  deprived  of  life,  liberty  or  property  without  due  process 
* '  •.Sen!^"jour.''26,  p.  of  '^^ ;  nor  shall  private  property  be  taken  for  public  use  without 
..•*366.  just  compensation. 

, Compenaation  to  Section  7.  When  private  property  shall  be  taken  for  any  public 
,.••  be  ascertained  by  ^gg^  ^^^  compensation  to  be  made  therefor,  when  such  compensation 
♦..a   ury.  .^  ^^^^  niade   by  the  State,  shall  be  ascertained  by  a  jury,  or  by  not 

,,,l  less  than  three  commissioners   appointed  by  a   court  of  record,  as 

•  Private  roads,  4  shall  be  prescribed  by  law.  Private  roads  may  be  opened  in  the 
^  "Hill,  140.  manner   to  be  prescribed  by  law  ;  but  in  every  case  the    neces- 

*.  I  sity  of  the  road,   and  the   amount  of  all  damage  to  be  sustained  by 

,  •  *^  the  opening  thereof  shall  be  first  determined  by  a  jury  of  freeholders, 

*  •  •  and  such   amount,  together   with  the   expenses  of  the   proceeding, 
.    I                             shall  be  paid  by  the  person  to  be   benefitted. 

*  1 1  Freedom  of  Section  8.     Every  citizen  may  freely  speak,  write,   and  publish 

*  speech  and  the      ^jg  sentiments  on  all  subjects,  being  responsible  for  the  abuse  of  that 
• . ,  press.  Art.  7,  §  8.  j]g\^i  j  and   no  law  shall  be  passed  to  restrain  or  abride  the  liberty 

*  *  *  2  Hill,  248.  of  speech  or  of  the  press.     In  all  criminal  prosecutions  or  indictments, 
'.'/                            for  libels,  the  truth  may  be  given  in  evidence  to  the  jury  ;  and  if  it 

shall  appear  to  the  jury  that  the  matter  charged  as  libellious  is  true, 
and  was  published  with  good  motives   and  for  justifiable  ends,  the 
*"  party  shall  be  acquitted,  and  the  jury  shall  have   the  right  to  de- 

termine the  law  and  the  fact. 
Two-third  bills.  Section  9.  The   assent  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  elected  to 

Art.  7,  §9t(6)  gi^ch  branch  of  the  Legislature,  shall  be  requisite  to  every  bill  ap- 
propriating the  public  moneys  or  property  for  local  or  private  pur- 
poses.(a) 
Right  of  petition.  Section  10.  No  law  shall  be  passed,  abridging  the  right  of  the 
1  R.  S.  p.  94, §  19.  people  peaceably  to  assemble,  and  to  petition  the  government,  or 
'Doc^'ii.  No°  any  department  thereof  ;  "  nor  shall  any  divorce  be  granted,  other- 
125.  do.  '44N0.62  wise  than  by  due  judicial  proceedings  ;"  nor  shall  any  lottery  here- 
■*^ss'y  •'°"'^-  '^'  after  be  authorized,  or  any  sale  of  lottery  tickets  allowed,  within 
Eotieries,  Art.  7,    this  State.(c) 

§  11.  23  Wend.  Section  1 1 .  The  people  of  this  State,  in  their  right  of  sovereignty, 
^26  ^36^"'°^'^  ^^®  deemed  to  possess  the  original  and  ultimate  property  in  and  to 
The  oeoDle ori-'i-  '^^^  lands  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  ;  and  all  lands,  the  title 
nal  owners  of  "  to  which  shall  fail,  from  a  defect  of  heirs,  shall  revert  or  escheat  to 
land,  1  R.  S.  718,  the  people. 

312    s'^Wend^  Section  12.  All  feudal  tenures  of  every  description,  with  all  their 

183.  incidents,  are  declared  to   be   abolished  ;  saving,  however,  all  rents 

Feudal  tenures  and  services  certain  which  at  any  time  heretofore  have  been  law- 
abolished,  1  R.  S.   fjHy  created  or  reserved. 

-■„,li  ',::...,       Section  13.  All  lands  within  this  State  are  declared  to  be  allodial, 
so  that,  subject  only  to  the  liability  to  escheat,  the  entire  and  abso- 
lute property  is  vested  in  the  owners  according  to  the  nature  of  their 
respective  estates. 
Certain  leases  Section  14.  No  lease   or  grant  of  agricultural  land  for  a  lorger 

limited.  period   than   twelve  years,   hereafter   made,  in  which  shall   be  re- 

served any  rent  or  service  of  any  kind,  shall  be  valid. 

(a)  "  or  creating,  continuing,  altering  or  renewing  any  body  politic  or  corpo- 
rate," omitted. 

(6)  Sen.  Jour.  '23,  p.  423,  p.  371 ;  do.  '24,  p.  259,  p.  371-36&-468 ;  do.  '25,  p.  461 ; 
do.  '26,  p.  546-633 ;  do.  '27,  p.  509  ;  do.  '28,  p.  308-456  ;  do.  '29,  p.  462 ;  do.  '30, 
D.)C.  No.  278 ;  do.  '34,  p.  242-348-366-39(M51 ;  do.  '35,  p.  113-333-305  ;  Sen.  Jour. 
'40,  p.  283 ;  do.  '43,  p.  ^3-311-556  ;  Doc.  No.  72.  Ass.  Jour.  '23,  p.  811 ;  do.  '24, 
p.  940 :  do.  '25,  p.  996  ;  Ass.  Jour.  '25,  p.  778 ;  do.  '27,  p.  1037  ;  do.  '28,  p.  788 ;  do. 
'29,  p.  933;  do.  '34,  Doc.  No.  381-392:  Ass.  Jour.  '38,  p.  454;  Doc.  No.  194;  do. 
'44,  p.  101&-1024  ;  do.  '45,  p.  734. 

(c)  "  No  lottery  shall  hereafter  be  authorized  in  this  State,  and  the  Legislature 
shall  pass  laws  to  prevent  the  sale  of  all  lottery  tickets  witliin  this  State,  except 
in  lotteries  already  proyided  by  la.yr."~  Const.  1821. 


All  lands  allodial 
IR.  S.  p.n8,§3 


ART.  2.— SUFFRAGE.  3 

Section  15.  All  fines,  quarter  sales,  or  other  like  restraints  upon  Fines  and  quarter 
alienation  reserved,  in  any  grant  of  land  hereafter  to  be  made,  shall  ^^'^^  abolished. 
be  void. 

Section  16.  No  purchase  or  contract  for  the  sale  of  lands  in  this  Certain  purcha- 
State,   made   since  the   fourteenth  day  of  October,   one  thousand  vold^'Art"'?^^ 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-five  ;  or  which  may  hereafter  be  made,  12.   '20Joiin.'693. 
of,  or  with  the  Indians,  shall  be  valid,  unless  made  under  the  autho- 
rity and  with  the  consent  of  the  Legislature. 

Section  17.  Such  parts  of  the  common  lawr,  and   of  the   acts  of  Parts  of  the  com. 
the   Legislature  of  the   colony  of  New  York,  as  together  did  form  M°d"statutes  de- 
the  law  of  the  said   colony,  on   the   nineteenth  day  of  April,  one  clarea  to  be  law. 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  the  resolutions  of  the  ^^^-  ^>  ^  ^^■ 
Congress  of  the  said  colony,  and  of  the  Convention  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  in  force  on   tiie  twentieth   day  of  April,  one  thousand 
seven    hundred   and  seventy-seven,  which  have   not  since  expired, 
or  been  repealed  or   altered  ;  and   such   acts   of  the   Legislature  of 
this  State  as  are  now  in  force,  shall  be  and  continue  the  law  of  this 
State,  subject  to  such  alterations  as  the  Legislature  shall  make  con- 
cerning the  same.     But  all  such  parts  of  the  common  law,  and  such 
of  the  said  acts  or  parts  thereof  as  are  repugnant  to  this  Constitu- 
tion, are   hereby  abrogated  ;  "  and   the  Legislature,  at  its  first  ses-  Code, 
sion  after  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  shall  appoint  three  com- 
missioners, whose   duty  it  shall  be  to  reduce  into  a  written  and  sys- 
tematic  code  the  whole  body  of  the  law  of  this  State,  or  so  much 
and  such  parts  thereof  as  to  the  said  commissioners  shall  seem  prac- 
ticable and  expedient.     And   the   said    commissioners   shall  specify 
such  alterations  and  amendments  therein  as  they  shall  deem  proper, 
and  they  shall  at  all  times  make  reports  of  their  proceedings  to  the 
Legislature,  when  called   upon  to  do  so  ;  and  the  Legislature  shall 
pass  laws  regulating  the  tenure   of  office,  the  filling  of  vacancies 
therein,  and  the  compensation  of  the  said  commissioners  ;  and  shall 
also  provide  for  the  publication  of  the  said  code,  prior  to  its  being 
presented  to  the  Legislature  for  adoption." 

Section  18.  All  grants  of  land  within  this  State,  made  by  the  thf  King  of  GreZt 
King  of  Great  Britain,  or  persons  acting  under  his  authority,  after  Britain  void.  Art 
the  fourteenth   day  of  October,  one   thousand  seven   hundred  and  '^>  sec.  14. 
seventy-five,  shall  be  null   and  void  ;  but  nothing  contained  in  this 
Constitution    shall   affect    any  grants   of   land    within   this   State,  Certain  rights 
made  by  the  authority  of  the  said  king  or  his  predecessors,  or  shall  not  afTected. 
annul  any  charters  to  bodies  politic  and  corporate,  by  him  or  them 
made,  before  that  day  ;   or  shall   affect   any  such  grants  or  charters 
since  made  by  this  State,  or  by  persons  acting  under  its  authority, 
or  shall  impair  the  obligation  of  any  debts  contracted  by  this  State, 
or  individuals,  or  bodies  corporate,  or  any  other  rights  of  property, 
or  any  suits,  actions,  rights  of  action,  or  other  proceedings  in  courts 
of  justice. 

ARTICLE  IL 

Section  1.  Every  male  citizen  of  the  age  of  21  years,  who  shall  (Qualification  of 
have  been  "  a  citizen  for  ten  days,"  and  an  inhabitant  of  this  State  gec'^'i°'^'ji^end-^' 
one  year   next  preceding  any   election,   and   for  the    last  "four"  ment  No.  2. 
months  a  resident  of  the  county  where  ho  may  offer  his  vote,  shall 
be  entitled  to  vote  at  such  election  in  the  election   district  of  which 
he  shall  at  the  time  be  a  resident,  and  not  elsewhere,  for  all  officers 
that  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  elective  by  the  people  ;  "  but  such 
citizen  shall  have  been,  for  thirty  days  next  preceding  the  election, 
a  resident  of  the   district  from  which  the  officer  is  to  be  chosen  for 
whom  he  ofl^ers  his  vote."     But  no   man   of  color,  unless   he   shall  Freehold  for  per- 
have  been  for  three  years  a  citizen  of  this  State,  and   for   one  year  ^rT  s'^s^ec!'!'. 
next  preceding  any  election  shall  have  been  seized  and  possessed  of        •    '      •   • 
a  freehold  estate  of  the  value  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  over 
and  above  all  debts  and   incumbrances  charged  thereon,  and  shall 
have  been  actually  rated  and  paid  a  tax  thereon,  shall  be  entitled  to 
vote  at  such  election.     And  no  person  of  color  shall  be  subject  to 


4  ART.  3.— LEGISLATIVE. 

direct  taxation  until  he  shall  be  seized  and  possessed  of  such  real 
estate  as  aforesaid. 
Who  may  be  ex-  Section  2.  Laws  may  be  passed  excluding  from  the  right  of  suf- 
cluded.  •*"■%.  frage  all  persons  who  have  been,  or  may  be  convicted  "  of  bribery, 
ed.  jx  129,  sec.  2.  of  larceny,"  or  of  any  infamous  crime,  "and  for  depriving  every 
Betting.  Ass'y  person  who  shall  make,  or  become  directly  or  indirectly  interested 
Doc.  '39,  No.  286.  in  any  bet  or  wager  depending  upon  the  result  of  any  election,  from 
p.°35.""'''''^^ '**  th«  ""'ght  to  vote  at  such  elecion." 

_g  .j  Section  3.  For  the   purpose  of  voting,  no  person  shall  be  deemed 

1  R.  S.  3d  ed.  p.    to  have  gained  or  lost  a  residence,  by  reason  of  his  presence  or  ab- 

139,  sec.  21.  sence,  while   employed   in  the  service  of  the   United   States;  nor 

Laws  1842.  while  engaged  in  the   navigation    of  the  waters  of  this  Slate,  or  of 

the  United  States,  or  of  the  high  seas ;  nor  while  a  student  of  any 

seminary  of  learning;  nor  while  kept  at  any  aims  house,  or  other 

asylum,  at  public  expense  ;  nor  while  confined  in  any  public  prison. 

Proofs  of  right  to       Section  4.  Laws  shall  be  made  for  ascertaining,  by  proper  proofs, 

a^'^Seif  Doc  ^38    ^^^  citizens  who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  right  of  suffrage  hereby  es- 

No.  62,'  '39,  No.'  tablished. 

107.  Laws'  40,  Section  5.  All  elections  by  the  citizens  shall  be  by  ballot,  except 
P-  II'  BaUot'^'  ^°'"  ^^^^  town  officers  as  may  by  law  be  directed  to  be  otherwise 
Art.  2,  sec.  4. '       chosen. 

ARTICLE  IIL 


121.     

'24,  p.  315.  Section  2.  The  Senate  shall  consist  of  thirty-two  members,  and 

Senate  and  Ass'y.  the  Senators  shall  be  chosen  for  "  two"  years.     The  Assembly  shall 
Art.  1,  sec.  2.         consist  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  members,  who  shall  be 

annually  elected. 
Senatorial Dis-  Section  3.  The  State   shall  be  divided    into    "thirty-two"  dis- 

tricts. Art.  1,§5.  tricls,  to  be  called  Senate  districts,  each  of  which  shall  choose  one 
Senator.     The  districts  shall  be  numbered  from  one  to  thirty-two 
inclusive. 
No.  1.  District  number  one  (1)  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  Suffolk, 

Richmond  and  Queens. 
No.  2.  District  number  two  (2)  shall  consist  of  the  county  of  Kings 

No.  3,4,5,6.  Districts  number  three,  (3,)  number  four,  (4,)  number  five,  (o,) 

and  number  six,  (6,)  shall  consist  of  the  city  and  county  of  New- 
Supervisors  to       York  ;  and  the  board  of  supervisors  of  said  city  and  counly  shall, 
into  district?        O"  °^  before  the  first  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-seven,  divide   the  said  city  and   county  into  the  number  of 
Senate  Districts  to  which  it  is  entitled,  as  near   as  may  be  of  an 
equal  number  of  inhabitants,  excluding  aliens  and  persons  of  color 
not  taxed,  and  consisting  of  convenient  and   contiguous  territory  ; 
and    no   Assembly   District  shall   be   divided   in   the    formation  of 
a    Senate    District.     The  board   of   supervisors,    when   they   shall 
'  have  completed  such    division,  shall   cause   certificates  thereof,  sta- 

ting the  number  and  boundaries  of  each  district  and  the  population 
thereof,  to  be  filed  in   the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  of 
the  clerk  of  the  said  city  and  county. 
No.  T.  District  number  seven  (7)  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  West- 

chester, Putnam  and  Rockland. 
No.  8.  District  number  eight  (8)  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  Dutchess 

and  Columbia. 
No.  9.  District  number  nine  (9)  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  Orange 

and  Sulivan. 
No.  10.  District  number  ten  (10)  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  Ulster 

and  Greene. 
No.  11.  District  number  eleven  (11)  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  Albany 

and  Schenectady. 
No.  12.  District  number  twelve  (12)  shall  consist  of  the  county  of  Rens- 

selaer. 
No.  13.  District  number  thirteen  (13)  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of 

Washington  and  Saratoga. 


'ART.  3.— LEGISLATIVE,  5 

District  number  fourteen  (14)  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  War-  No.  14. 
ren,  Essex  and  Clinton. 

District  number  fifteen  (15)  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  St.  No.  15. 
Lawrence  and  Franklin. 

District  number  sixteen  (16)  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  Her-  No.  16. 
kimer,  Hamilton,  Fulton  and  Montgomery. 

District  number  seventeen  (17)  shall   consist  of  the   counties  of  No.  17. 
Schobarie  and  Delaware. 

District  number  ei,'{liteen  (18)  shall  consist  of  the   counties   of  No.  18. 
Otsego  and  Chenango. 

District  number  nineteen  (19)   shall  consist   of  the    county   of  No.  19. 
Oneida. 

District  nember  twenty  (20)  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  Ma-  No.  20. 
dison  and  Oswego 

District  number  twenty-one  (21)  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  No.  21. 
Jefferson  and  Lewis. 

District  number  twenty-two  (22)  shall  consist  of  the  county  of  No.  22. 
Onondaga. 

District  number  twenty-three  (23)  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  No.  23. 
Cortland,  Broome  and  Tioga. 

District  number  twenty-four  (24)  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  No.  2i. 
Cayuga  and  Wayne. 

District  number  twenty-five  (25)  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  No.  25. 
Tompkins,  Seneca  and  Yates. 

District  number  twenty-six  (26)  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  No.  26. 
Steuben  and  Chemung. 

District  number  twenty-seven  (27)  shall  consist  of  the  county  of  No.  27. 
Monroe. 

District  number  twenty-eight  (28)  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  No.  28. 
Orleans,  Genesee  and  Niagara. 

District  number  twenty-nine  (29)  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  No.  99, 
Ontario  and  Livingston. 

District  number  thirty  (30)  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  Allegany  No.  30. 
and  Wyoming. 

District  number  thirty-one  (31)  shall  consist  of  the  county  of  Krie.  No.  31. 

District  number  thirty-two  (32)  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  No.  32. 
Chautaque  and  Cattaraugus. 

Section  4.   An  enumeration  of  inhabitants  of  the  State  shall  be  Census  when  to 
taken,  under  the  direction  of  the  Legislature,  in  the  year  one  thou-  ^^  taken;  Art.  1 . 
sand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five,  and  at  the  end  of  every  ten  years 
thereafter  ;  and  the  said  districts  shall  be  so  altered  by  the  Legisia-  Districts  to  be  al- 
ture.  at  the  first  session  after  the  return  of  every  enumeration,  that  tered. 
each  Senate  district  shall  contain,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal 
number  of  inhabitants,  excluding  aliens,  and  persons  of  color  not  To  remain  unal- 
taxed  ;  and  shall  remain    unaltered   until    the    return    of  another  tered. 
enumeration,  and  shall  at  all  times  consist  of  contiguous  territory,  ^'^^'{o'?''j  '^Jiq 
and  no  county  shall  be  divided  in  the  formation  of  a  Senate  district,  j^°;  227!    Sen. 
"  except  such   county  shall   be  equitably  entitled    to  two   or  more  doc.  45,  No.  66. 
Senators." 

Section  5.  The  members  of  Assembly  shall  be  apportioned  among  Members  of  As- 
the  several  counties  of  the  Stale,  by  the  Legislature,  as  nearly  as  ^^1^1^^^^^^^ 
may  be,  according  to  the  number  of  their  respective  inhabitants,  1,  sec.  7.' 
excluding  aliens,  and  persons  of  color  not  taxed,  and  shall  be  chosen 
by  single  di-^tricts. 

The  several  boards  of  supervisors  in  such  counties  of  this  State,  Supervisors  to 
as  are  now  entitled  to  more  than  one  member  of  Assembly,  shall  as-  fo  a's^gemWy'di^" 
semble   on   the  first    Tuesday  of  January   next,   and    divide   their  tricts. 
respective  counties  into  Assembly  districts  equal  to  the  number  of 
members  of  assembly  to  which  such  counties  are  now  severally  en- 
titled by  law,  and  shall  cause  to  be  filed  in  the  offices  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  and  the  clerks  of  their  respective  counties,  a  description 
of  such  Assembly  districts,  specifying  the  number  of  each  district 
and  the  population  thereof,  according  to  the  last  preceding  State 
enumeration,  as  near  as  can   be  ascertained.     Each  Assembly  dis- 
trict shall  contain,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  an  equal  number  of  inhabi- 
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tants,  excluding  aliens  and  persons  of  color  not  taxed,  and  shall 
consist  of  convenient  and  contiguous  territory  ;  but  no  town   shall 
be  divided  in  thie  formation  of  Assembly  districts. 
Members  to  be  The  Legislature,  at  its  first  session  after  the  return  of  every  enu- 

AnFF°Iec°T'^'  aeration,  shall  re-apportion  the  members  of  Assembly  among  the 
several  counties  of  this  Slate,  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  the  boards 
of  supervisors  in  such  counties  as  may  be  entitled,  under  such  re- 
apportionment, to  more  than  one  member,  shall  assemble  at  such 
time  as  the  Legislature  making  such  re-apportionment  shall  pre- 
Districts  to  be  al-  scribe,  and  divide  such  counties  into  Assembly  districts,  in  the  man- 
^®'^'®°'  ner  herein  directed  ;  and  the  apportionment  and   districts  so  to  be 

To  remain  unal-    made,  shall  remain    unaltered  until    another  enumeration  shall   be 
lered.  taken  under  the  provisions  of  the  preceding  section. 

Each  county  en-  Every  county  heretofore  established  and  separately  organized, 
membe''r,°"lxcept  "  except  the  county  of  Hamilton,"  shall  always  be  entitled  to  one 
Hamilton.  Art.  member  of  the  Assembly,  and  no  new  county  shall  be  hereafter 
Mec-7.  Ass'v  erected,  unless  its  population  shall  entitle  it  to  a  member, 
doc.  4fa,  No.  12L.  rj.^^  county  of  Hamilton  shall  elect  with  the  county  of  Fulton, 
wfth  Fulton.^        until  the  population  of  the  county  of  Hamilton  shall,  according  to 

the  ratio,  be  entitled  to  a  member. 
Pay  of  members.       Section  6.  The  members  of  the  Legislature  shall  receive  for  their 
Art.^  1,  sec.  9.         services,  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  dollars  a  day,  from  the  com- 
app«idixE;  do,  mencement  of  the  session;  but  such  pay  shall  not  exceed  in  the 
'2.0, 1160.  aggregate,  three  hundred  dollars  per  diem  allowance,  except  in  pro- 

ceedings for  impeachment.     The  limitation  as  to  the  aggregate  com- 
pensation shall  not  take  effect  until  the  year  one  thausand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-eight.      When  convened  in  extra  session  by  the 
Mileage.  Governor,  they  shall  receive  three  dollars  per  day.     They  shall  also 

receive  the  sum  of  one  dollar  for  every  ten  miles  they  shall  travel, 
in  going  to  and  returning  from  their  place  of  meeting  on  the  most 
Speaker's    com-  usual  route.     The  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  shall,  in  virtue  of  his 
pensaiion.  office,  receive  an  additional  compensation  equal  to  one-third  of  his 

per  diem  allowance  as  a  member. 

receive'^appo^int-       Section  7.  No  member  of  the  Legislature  shall  receive  any  civil 

ment.  Art.  I,  sec.  appointment  "  within  this   iftate,  or  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 

10.  States,  from  the  Govenor,"(a)  the  Govenor  and  Senate,  or  from  the 

Legislature,  during  the  term  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected; 

"  and  all  such  appointments,  and  all  votes  given  for  such  member, 

for  any  such  office  or  appointment,  shall  be  void." 

•WTiocan  not  be  a       Section  8.  No  person  being  a  member  of  Congress,  or  holding  any 

tnembM.    Art.  1,  judicial  or  military  office  under  the  Lhiited  States,  shall  hold  a  seat 

Sen  Jour  '27  d    '"  ^^^  Legislature. — And  if  any  persan  shall,  "  after  his  electian  as 

305.     Ass'y  doc.  a  member  of  the  Legislature,"  be  elected  to  Congress,  or  appointed 

'45,  No.  19,20.       to  any  office,  civil  or  military,  under  the  Government  of  the  United 

States,  his  acceptance  thereof  shall  vacate  his  seat. 
Time  of  annual       Section  9.  The  elections  of  Senators  and  members  of  Assembly, 
^cai"'  ^"'  ^'      pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution,  shall  be  held  on   the 
Tuesday  succeeding  the  first  Monday  of  November,  unless  other- 
wise directed  by  the  Legislature. 
Powers  of  each         Section  10.  A  majority  of  each  house  shall  constitute  a  quorum 
Bec"a'    '*'"'  ^'     ^°  ^°  business.     Each  house   shall   determine  the  rules  of  its   own 
Contested  seats     proceedings,  and  be  the  judge  of  the  "  elections,  returns  and  "  qualifi- 
Ass'y  Jour.  '26,    cations  of  its  own  members,  shall  choose  its  own  officers,  and  the 
P- 48-166;  do  '27,  Senate  shall  choose   a  contemporary  president,  when  the  Lieutenant 
^,p.26-  (lo.*'29    Governor  shall  not  attend  as  president,  or  shall  act  as  Governor.tfc) 
p.  10-168'    Leg. ' 
doc.  '30,  No.  51. 

Ass'y  Jour.  '35  (<*)  1  R-  S.  p.  178,  sec.  14 ;  3d  ed.  p.  187,  sec.  16.  Members  appomted  to 
doc.  No.  11-  do.  examine  Treasurer's  accounts.  Sen.  Jour. '33,  p.  132;  Doc.  No.  18.  N.  P.  Tal- 
'40,  p.  89  doc.  *  niadge,  a  State  Senator,  chosen  U.  S.  Senator.  Sen.  Jour.  '45,  p.  59.  Lt.  Gov. 
No.  291  •'  do  '46  Dickinson  and  Senator  Foster,  were  appointed  U.  S.  Senators  by  Gov.  Bouck. 
doc.  Nos'  45  46  '  <*)  Temporary  President  ol  the  Senate.  Sen.  Jour.  '23,  p.  131-419  ;  do.  '28,  p. 
(c)  ■     159 ;  do.  '39,  p.  525 ;  Sen.  Jour.  '42,  p.  422;  do.  '46,  p.  454. 

(c)  Power  ol' expelling  a  Member.  Seji.  Jour.  '36,  p.  577-579-580  ;  Doc.  No.  94. 
Ass.  Jour.  '43,  p.  864.  1  R.  S.  P.  154,  sec.  12.  Breach  of  privilege.  Asa.  Jour. 
'33,  Doc.  Nos.  143-155 ;  do.  '37,  No.  327.    1  R.  S.  p.  154,  sec.  13. 
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Section  11.  Each  house  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  Journals  to  be 
and  publish    the  same,  except  such  parts  as   may  require  secrecy.  ^^^P^  &c.  Art.  1, 
The  doors  of  each  house  shall  be  kept  open,  except  when  the  public  ^^*^" 
welfare  shall  require  secrecy.     Neither  house.shall,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  two  days. 

Section  12.  For  any  speech  or  debate  in  either  house  of  the  Freedom  in  de- 
Leffislature,  the  members  shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other  J^'^'  l^-^-p; 
place.  ' 

Section  13,  Any  bill  may  originate  in  either  house  of  the  Legisla-  Bills.  Art.  1,  sec. 
ture,  and  all  bills  passed  by  one  house  may  be  amended  by  the  other.  ^' 

Section  14.  The  enacting  clause  of  all  bills  shall  be  "  The  people  Enacting  clause 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  represented  in  Senate  and    Assembly,  of  bills. 
do  enact  as  follows,"  and  no  law  shall  be  enacted  except  by  bill. 

Section  15.  No  bill  shall  be  passed   unless   by  the  assent  of  a  Majority  of  mem- 
majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to  each  branch  of  the  Legisla-  bers  elected  re- 
ture.  and  the  question  upon  the  final  passage  shall  be  taken  imme-  ^"jjg^'^ '°  ^^^ 
diately  upon  its  last  reading,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  entered  on  the 
journal. 

Section  16.  No  private  or  local  bill,  which  may  be  passed  by  the  Private  or  local 
Legislature,  shall  embrace  more  than  one  subject,  and  that  shall  be  ''*'^^- 
expressed  in  the  title. 

Section    17.    The  Legislature   may  confer  upon  the   boards   of  Local  legislature, 
supervisors,  of  the  several  counties  of  the  State,  such  further  powers, 
of  local  legislation  and  administration,  as  they  shall  from  time  to 
time  prescribe. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Section  1.  The  execiitive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  Governor,  Executive  pow- 
who  shall  hold  his  office  for  two  years  ;  a  Lieutenant  Governor  shall  ^r-  -^rt.  3,  sec.  1. 
be  chosen  at  the  same  time,  and  for  the  same  term. 

Section  2.  No  person  except  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  shall  Qualifications  of 
be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Governor  ;  nor  shall  any  person  be  eligible   Governor.  Art.  3, 
to  that  ofFce,  who  shall  not   have    attained  the   age  of  thirty  years,  1345  p.  ^5.^^' 
and  who  shall  not  have  berfn  five  years  nex"t  preceding  his  election, 
a  resident  within  this  State.(a) 

Section  3.    The    Governor   and   Lieutenant    Governor   shall   be  Election  of  Gov. 
elected   at  the  times   and  places  of  choosing  members  of  "  the  As-  andLt.  Gov.  Art- 
sembly."     The  persons  respectively  having  the  highest  number  of  ^' ^^'^"  ^• 
vates  for  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor,  shall  be  elected  ;  but 
in  case  two  or  more  shall  have  an  equal  and  the  highest  number  of 
votes  for  Governor,  or  for  Lieutenant  Governor,  the  two  houses  of 
the  Legislature  "  at  its  next  annual  session,"  shall,  "  forthwith,"  by 
joint  ballot,  choose  one  of  the  said  persons  so  having  an  equal  and 
the  highest  number  of  votes  for  Governor,  or  Lieutenant  Governor. 

Section  4.  The  Governor  shall  be  commander-in-chief  of  "  the  Powers  and  du- 
military  and  naval  forces"  of  the  State.     He  shall  have  power  to  ties  of  Gov.  Art. 
convene  the  Legislature  (or  the  Senate  only)  on  extraordinary  occa-    '  ^^'^'  '^^ 
sions.     He  shall  communicate  by   message    to  the  Legislature  at  fpo '  "'°"'^'  '^^<  P* 
every  session,  the  condition  of  the  State,  and  recommend  such  mat- 
ters to  them  as  they  shall  judge  expedient. — He  shall  transact  all  ne- 
cessary business  with  the  officers  of  government,  civil  and  military. 
He  shall  expedite  all  such  measures,  as  may  be  resolved  upon  by 
the  Legislature,  and  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  are  faithfully 
executed.     He   shall,   at  stated   times,  receive   for  his  services,  a  Compensation, 
compensation  to  be  established  by    law,  which  shall  neither  be  in- 
creased nor  diminished  "  after  his  election  and  during  his   continu- 
ance in  office. "(a) 

Section  5.  The  Governor  shall  have  the  power  to  grant  reprieves  Pardoning  pow- 
"  commutations"  and  pardons  after  conviction,  for  all  offences  ex-  er.  Art.  3.  sec.  5. 
cept  treason  and  cases  of  impeachment,  "  upon  such  conditions,  and 

(a)  The  requirements  of  being  a  native  citizen  and  freeholder  omitted. 
.(6)  "During  the  term  for  wiiich  he  shall  have  been  elected."— OW  ConstitU' 
tton. 
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Sen.  Jour. '24,  p.  with   such   restrictions    and  limitations,  as  he  may  think    proper, 
Itn^  Jour' ^46^^^"  ^"'^J^'^t  *"  ^uch  regulation  as  maybe  provided  by  law  relative  to  the 
doc.  No.  142.  '      manner  of  applying  for  pardons."     Upon   convietion  for  treason,  he 
shall  have  power  to  suspend  the  execution  of  the  sentence,  until  the 
case  shall    be  reported  to  the  Legislature  at  its  next  meeting,  when 
the    Legislature  shall   either  pardon,  "  or  commute  the  sentence," 
direct  the  execution  of  the   sentence,  or  grant  a  further  reprieve. 
"  He  shall  annually  communicate  to  the  Legislature  each  case  of  re- 
reprieve,  commutation  or  pardon  granted;  stating  the  name  of  the 
convict,  the  crime  of  which  he  was  convicted,  the  sentence  and  its 
date,  and  the  date  of  the  commutation,  pardon  or  reprieve." 
When  powers  of       Section  6.   In  case  of  the  impeachment  of  the  Governor,  or  his 
Gov.  devolve  on   removal   from   office,  death,  inability  to  discharge  the   powers    and 
sec.  6.°^'     ^     '    duties  of  the  said  office,  resignation  or  absence  from  the  State,  the 
Sen.  Jour.  '29,  p.  powers  and  duties   of  the  office  shall  devolve  upon  the  Lieutenant 
307.  Governor  for  the   residue  of  the  term,  or  until   the  disability  shall 

cease.     But  when  the  Governor  shall,  with  the  consent  of  the  Le- 
gislature, be  out  of  the  State  in  time  of  war,  at  the  head  of  a  military 
force  thereof,  he  shall  continue  commander-in-chief  of  all  the  mili- 
tary force  of  the  Slate. 
Qualifications,  Section  7.    "  The  Lieutenant   Governor  shall  possess  the  same 

ties  of  Lt.  Gov.  qualifications  of  eligibility  for  office  as  the  Governor."  He  shall  be 
Art.  3,  sec.  7.  President  of  the  Senate,  but  shall  have  a  casting  vote  therein. (a) 
f^"'4l5"adjourns  '^  during  a  vacancy  of  the  office  of  Governor,  the  Lieutenant 
tiie'Senate.  Governor  shall  be  impeached,  displaced,  resign,  die,  "  or  become  in- 

capable of  performing  the  duties  of  his  office,"  or  be  absent  from  the 
State,  the  President  of  the  Senate  shall  act  as  Governor,  until  the 
vacancy  be  filled,  or  the  disability  shall  cease. 

Section  8.  The  Lieutenant  Governor  shall,  while  acting  as  such, 
receive  a  ccmpensation  which  shall  be  fixed  by  law,  and  which  shall 
not  be  increased  or  diminished  during  his  continuance  in  office. 
Bills  to  be  pre-         Section  9.  Every  bill   which   shall   have  passed  the  Senate  and 
ArTf,  sec.^12!'      Assembly,  shall,  before  it  becomes  a  law,  be  presented  to  the  Go- 
Sen.  Jour-  '42  p    'V^r^or  :  if  he  approve  he  shall  sign  it  ;  but  if  not,  he  shall  return  it 
68,  69,  HI.     '       with  his  objections   to  that  house  in  wlfich  it  shall  have  originated  ; 
If  returned  with    who  shall   enter  the  objections    at  large   on  their  journal,  and  pro- 
disposed"o'f.  "^    ceed  to  reconsider  it  {h)       If  after  such  reconsideration,  two-thirds 
of  the  members  present  shall  agree  to  pass  the  bill,  it  shall  be  sent, 
together  with  the  objections,  to    the  other  house,  by  which  it  shall 
likewise  be   reconsidered:    and   if  approved  by  two-thirds    of   all 
the    members  present,  it   shall    become   a  law,  notwithstanding  the 
objections  of  the  Governor.     But  in  all  such  cases,  the  votes  of  both 
houses  shall  be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  names  of  the 
members  voting  for  and  against  the  bill,  shall  be  entered  on  the  jour- 
nal of  each  house  respectively.     If  any  bill  shall  not  be  returned  by 
the  Governor  within  ten  days  (^Sundays  excepted)  after  it  shall  have 
been  presented  to  him,  the  same  shall  be  a  law,  in  like  manner  as  if 
he  had  signed  it,  unless  the  Legislature  shall,  by  their  adjournment, 
prevent  its  return  ;  in  which  case  it  shall  not  be  a  law. 

ARTICLE  V. 

State  officers,  Section  1.     The  Secretary  of  State,  Comptroller,  Treasurer  and 

when  chraen,  te-  Attorney-General  shall   be   chosen  at    a  general  election,  and  shall 

nure  of  office  and  ,,,,•!      m         ,.                               i.'      i      t  .  i        ^           •     xi  •     .    .■    i 

compensation.  hold  their  offices  for  two  years,     t^ach  oi  the  officers  in  this  Article 

Art.  4,  sec.  6,  en-  named  (except  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,)  shall  at  stated  times, 

tirely  changed.  during  his  continuance  in  office,  receive  for  his  services,  a  compen- 

(a)  Casting  votes.  Sen.  Jour.  '26,  p.  .''112-638;  do.  '29,  p.  178-257;  do.  '37,  p. 
304-409 :  do.  '39,  p.  276-371  ;  do.  '43,  p.  337-511-519. 

(6)  Bills  returned  with  objections.  Sen.  Jour.  '23,  p.  423;  do.  '24,  p.  359 ;  do. 
365  ;  do.  468  ;  do.  '27,  p.  531  ;  do.  '35,  p.  249  ;  do.  '36  ;  p.  634;  do.  '40,  p.  279;  do. 
'42,  p.  284-360.  Ass.  Jour.  '24,  p.  1071-1132;  do.  '27,  p.  1131  ;  do.  '29,  p.  337 ;  do, 
'33,  p.  880 ;  Doc.  No.  329 ;  do.  '35,  p.  927  ;  do.  '39,  p.  927 ;  do.  '42,  p.  825-993 ;  do. 
•45,  p.  1319. 
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sation,  which  shall  not  be  increased  or  diminished  diirinir  the  term 
for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected  :  nor  shall  he  receive,  to  his 
use,  any  fees  or  perquisites  of  ofBce,  or  other  compensation. 

Section  2.  A  State   Engineer  and  Surveyor  shall  be  chosen  at    a  Stale  engineer, 
general   election,  and  shall  hold   his  office  two  years,  but  no  person 
shall  he  eh  cled  to  said  office  who  is  not  a  practical  engineer. 

Section  3.  Three  Canal  Commissioners  shall  be  chosen  at  the  ^e-  Cana!  Commia- 
neral  election   which  shall   be   held  next   alter  the  adoption  of  this  Laws  lR44^''h'''° 
Constitution,  one  of  whom  shall  hold  his  offiice  for  one  year,  one  for  ost)^^  i  R.a  si' 
two  years,  and  one  for  three  years.     The  Commissioners  of  the  Ca-  ed.  p.  lis. 
nal  Fund  shall  meet  at  the  Capitol  on  the  first  Monday  of  January, 
next  after  such  election,  and  determine   by  lot  which  of  said  Com- 
missioners shall  hold  his  office  for  one  year,  which  for  two,  and  which 
for  three  years;   and  there  shall  be  elected  annually  thereafter,  one 
Caual  Commissioner,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  three  years. 

Section  4.  Three  Inspectors  of  State  Prisons,  shall  be  elected  at  Inspectors  of 
the  sreneral  election  which  shall  be.  held  next  after  the  adoption  of  f'^^^  prisons, 
,  .   '^         ...  ,.      ■  ,>,,.,,.       /v        ,.  now  chosen  and 

this  Constitution,  one  of  whom  shall  hold  his  omce  for  one  year,  one  tenure  of  office, 
for  two  years,  and  one  for  three  years.  The  Governor,  Secretary  of 
State,  and  Comptroller,  shall  meet  at  the  Capitol  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  January  next  succeeding  such  election,  and  determine  by  lot 
which  of  said  Inspectors  shall  hold  his  office  for  one  year,  which  for 
two,  and  which  for  three  years ,  and  there  shall  be  elected  annually 
thereafter  one  Inspector  of  State  Prisons,  who  shall  hold  his  office 
for  three  years  ;  said  Inspectors  shall  have  the  charge  and  superin- 
tendence of  the  State  prisons,  and  shall  appoint  all  the  officers  there- 
in. All  vacancies  in  the  office  of  such  Inspector  shall  be  filled  by  Vacancy  how 
the  Governor,  till  the  next  election.  suppHed. 

Section  5.     The  Lieutenant  Governor,  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  Commissioners 
Secretary  of  State,  Comptroller,  Treasurer,  Attorney-General,  and  of  tlie  land  office. 
State   Engineer  and  Surveyor,  shall  be  the  Commissioners  of  the  gg^ '  2'  ^'      ' 
Land  Office, 

The  Lieutenant  Governor,  Secretary  of  State,  Comptroller,  Trea-  Commissioners 
surer  and  Atto:ney-General,  shall  be  the  Commissioners  of  the  Ca-  oftheCanal fund, 
nal  I'und.  sec.  2. 

The  Canal  Board  shall  consist  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Canal  canal  board.  1  R. 
Fund,  the  Slate  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  and  the  Canal  Commis-  S.  p.  114,  sec.  5. 
sioners. 

Section  6.  The  powers  and  duties  of  the  respective  boards,  and  of  Powers  and  du- 
the  several  officers  in  this  Article  mentioned,  shall  be  such  as  now  o^cera  "^'"^^ '""^ 
are  or  hereafter  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Section  7.  The  Treasurer   may  be  suspended    from   office  by  the  Treasurer  may 
Governor,  during  the  recess  of  the  Legislature,  and  until  thirty  days  ^^  suspended  by 
after  the   commencement  of  the   next  session  of  the    Legislature,  p^'^i22°Iec.  29!  p! 
whenever  it   shall  appear  to  him  that  such   Treasurer   has,   in  any  123,  se'c.  43. 
particular,  violated  his  duty.     The  Governor  shall  appoint  a  compe- 
tent person  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office,  during  such  suspen- 
sion of  the  Treasurer. 

Section  8.  All  offices  for  the  weighing,  guaging,  measuring,  cull-  Certain  offices 
ing  or  inspecting  any  merchandize,  produce,  manufacture  or  com-  abolished. 
modity  whatever,  are  hereby  abohshed,  and  no  such  office  shall  here- 
after be  created  by  law  :  but  nothing  in  this  section  contained,  shall 
abrogate  any  office  created  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  public 
health  or  the  interests  of  the  State  in  its  property,  revenue,  tolls,  or 
purchases,  or  of  supplying  the  people  with  correct  standards  of 
weights  and  measures,  or  shall  prevent  the  creation  of  any  office  for 
such  purposes  hereafter. 

ARTICLE  VL 

Section  1.  The  Assembly  shall  have  the  power  of  impeachment,  Power  of  im- 
by  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected.     The  court  for  ^''ge^T"c^uri 
the  trial  of  impeachments,  shall  be  composed  of  the  President  of  the  for  thetrial  of 
Senate,  the   Senators,  "  or  a  major  part  of  them,  and  the  judges  peachments.  Art^ 
of  the  court  of  appeals,  or  the  major  part  of  them.     Ou  the  trial  oi°'^^'^-^' 
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an  imppachment  against  the  Governor,  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
shall  not  act  as  a  member  of  the  court.     No  judicial  officer  shall  ex- 
ercise his  office  after  he  shall  have  been  impeached,  until  he  shall  have 
been  acquitted."    JJefore  the  trial  of  an  impeachment,  the  members  of 
hutement!  Art?5,  ^^®  '^""'"^  ''^^"  ^'^^^  *"  '^^^^  °^  affirmation,  truly  and  impartially  to  try 
^c.  2.  '   '  the  impeachment,  according  to  evidence  ;  and  no  person  shall  be  con- 

victed, vv^ithoul  the  concurrence  of  two- thirds  of  the  members  present. 
Judgment  in  cases  of  impeachment  shall  not  extend  further  than  to  re- 
moval from  office,  or  removal  from  office  and  disqualification  to  hold 
and  enjoy  any  office  of  honor,  trust  or  profit  under  this  State  ;  but  the 
party  "  impeached,"  shall  be  liable  to  indictment,  and  punishment 
according  to  law. 
Court  of  appeals.       Section  2.  There  shall  be  a  court  of  appeals,  composed  of  eight 
judges,  of  wrhoni  four  shall  be  elected  by  the  electors  of  the  State  for 
eight  years,  and  four  selected  from  the  class  of  Justices  of  the  Su- 
Chief  judge,  &c.  preme  Court  having  the  shortest  lime  to  serve.     Provision  shall  be 
made  by  law,  for  designating  one  of  the   number   elected,  as    chief 
judge,  and  for  selecting  such  Justices  of  the   Supreme   Court,  from 
time  to  time,  and  for  so  classifying  those  elected,  that  one  shall  be 
elected  every  second  year. 
faTaK°u'ity?'^      Section  3.  There  shall  be  a  Supreme  Court  having  general  juris- 

diction  in  law  and  equity. 
Judicial  districts.       Section  4.  The  State  shall  be  divided  into  eight  judicial  districts, 
of  which   the  city   of  New-York    shall    be  one :  the  others   to  be 
bounded  by  county  lines,  and   to  be  compact  and  equal  in   popula- 
Four  justices  in    tion  as  nearly  as  may   be.     There  shall  be  four  Justices  of  the  Su- 
each  district.         preme  Court  in  each  district,  and  as  many  more  in  the  district  com- 
posed of  the  city  of  New  York,  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  authoN 
ized  bylaw,  but  not  to  exceed  in  the  whole  such  number  in  propor- 
tion to  its  population,  as  shall  be  in  conformity  with  the  number  of 
such  judges  in  the  residue  of  the  State  in    proportion  to   its  popula- 
aid'ienureo'fof.    ^'°"-     'I'li^Y  shall  be   classified  so  that  one  of  the  Justices  of   each 
fice.  district  shall  go  out  of  office  at  the   end  of  every  two  years.     After 

the  expiration  of  their  terms   under  such  classification,  the  term  of 
their  office  shall  be  eight  years. 
■'roceedi'n°s  how       ^^^lion  5.  The  Legislature  shall  have  the  same  powers  to  alter 
regulated."  ^"'^  regulate  the  jurisdiction   and  proceedings  in  law  and  equity,  as 

they  have  heretofore  possessed. 
Justice  to  preside       Section  6.   Provision  may  be   made  by  law  for  designating,  from 
how  designated.     ......  ■'„    ,  j  i       •  i      •         ^       i    j         f 

time  to  time,  one  or  more  of  the  said  Justices,  who  is  not  a  Judge  of 

the  court  of  appeals,  to  preside   at    the  general   terms  of  the  said 
General  term  of   court  to  be  held  in  the  several  districts.     Any  three  or  more  of  the 
^'         '  said  Justices,  of  whom  ouc  of  the  said  Justices  so  designated  shall  al- 

„.      ..         ,    ,    ways  be  one,  may  hold  such  general  terms.     And  any  one  or  more 
Circuit  courts  <fe      r  .,       t     ••  i    u  •   i   .  j     •       •.  .  j 

courts  of  oyer  of  the  Justices  may  hold  special  terms  and  circuit  courts,  and  any 
and  terminer.  one  of  them  may  preside  in  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  in  any  county. 
Compensation  of  Section  7.  The  Judges  of  the  court  of  appeals  and  Justices  of  the 
judges  and  justi-  supreme  court  shall  severally  receive  at  stated  times  for  their  ser- 
vices, a  compensation  to  be  established  by  law,  which  shall  not  be 
increased  or  diminished  during  their  continuance  in  office. 
To  hold  no  other  Section  8.  'J'hey  shall  not  hold  any  other  office  or  public  trust, 
office  and  have  AH  votes  for  either  of  them,  for  any  elective  office  (except  that  of 
pointment.  Justice  of  the  supreme  court,  or  Judge  of  the  court  of  appeals,)  giv- 

en by  the  legislature  or  the  people,  shall  be  void.  They  shall  not 
Who  may  prac-  exercise  any  power  of  appointment  to  public  office.  Any  male  citi- 
licelaw.  zen  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  of  good   moral  character,  and 

w^ho   possesses  the   requisite   qualifications   of  learning  and  ability, 
shall  he  entitled  to  admission  to  practice  in  all  the  courts  of  this  State. 
Classification  of        Section  9.  The  classification  of  the  Justices  of  the  supreme  court  ; 
of  s" tf ^' * '^'^'"^  the  times  and  place  of  holding  the   terms  of  the   court  of  appeals, 
court.  ^^'^  of  t^he  general  and  special  terms  of  the  supreme  court  within  the 

several  districts,  and  the  circuit  courts  and  courts  of  oyer  and  termi- 
ner within  the  several  counties,  shall  be  provided  for  by  law. 
Testimony  in  Section  10.  The  testimony  in  equity  cases  shall  be  taken  in  like 

equity  cases.        manner  as  in  cases  at  law. 
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Section  11.  Justices  of  the  supreme  court  and  Judges  of  the  court  Judges  of  the 
of  appeals,  may  be  removed  by  concurrent  resolution  of  both  Houses  '^"^^  °u  ^s^f^^^ 
of  the  Legislature,  if  two-thirds  of  all  the    members  elected  to  the  the  supreme 
Assembly  and  a  majority  of  ail  the  members  elected  to  the  Senate  court  removabla 
concur  therein.     All  judicial  officers,  except  those  mentioned  in  this   A^/^f^^'^'"^' 
section,  and  except  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  Judges  and  Justices   ,   ,'■  .'       ' 
of  inferior  courts  not  of  record,  may  be  removed  by  the  Senate,  on  remo.'dble  by 
the   recommendation  of  the    Governor:    but  no    removal  shall   be  Gov.  and  senate. 
made  by  virtue   of  this  section,  unless  the  cause  thereof  be  enter- 
ed   on    the  journals,   nor    unless    the   party    complained    of,    shall  To  be  heard  in 
have    been    served    with    a  copy    of   the    complaint    against    him,   isil"*^®' .i"^^^ 
and   shall    have    had    an    opportuuity  of  being   heard    in    his  de-  Ammdmeiit. 
fence.      On  the  question   of  removal,   the   ayes   and   noes   shall 
be  entered  on  the  journals. 

Section  12.  The  Judges  of  the  court  of  appeals   shall  be  elected  Election  of 
by  the  electors  of  the  Slate,  and  the   Justices  of  the  supreme  court  iouiro"/ anneals 
by  the  electors  of  the  several  judicial  districts,  at  such  times  as  may  and  justices  of 
be  prescribed  by  law.  the  sup.  court. 

Section  13.   In  case  the  office  of  any  judge  of  the  court  of  appeals,   If  vacait,   Gov. 
or  Justice  of  the  supreme  court  shall  become  vacant  before  the  ex-   "^^^  appoint, 
piration  of  the  regular  term  for  which  he  was  elected,  the  vacancy 
may  be  filled  by  appointment  by  the  Governor,  until  it  shall  be  sup- 
plied at  the  next  general  election  of  Judges,  when  it  shall  be  filled  by 
election  for  the  residue  of  the  unexpired  term. 

Section  14.  There  shall  be  elected    in  each  of  the  counties  of  this   County  judges  to 
State,  except  the  city  and  county  of  New-York,  one  county  judge,  be  ^elected  and 
who  shall  hold  his  office  for  four  years.  He  shall  hold  the  county  court  sun-ogatl.^'^  ° 
and  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  of  surrogate.     The  county  court  , 

shall  have  su3h  jurisdiction  in  cases  arising  in  Justices'  Courts,  and  in  Jurisdiction. 
spt^cial  cases,  as  the   Legislature  may  prescribe,  but  shall  have  no 
original  civil  jurisdiction,  except  in  such  special  cases. 

The  county  Judge,  with  two   Justices  of  the  Peace,  to  be  desig-   Courts  of  sea- 
nated  according  to  law,  may  hold  courts  of  sessions  with  such  crimi-  ®'°"'" 
nal  jurisdiction  as  the  Legislature  shall  prescribe,  and  perform  such 
other  duties  as  may  be  required  by  law. 

The  county  Judge  shall  receive  an  annual  salary,  to  be  fixed  by  Salary  of  county 
the  board  of  supervisors,  which  shall  be  neither  increased  nor  dimin-  J"'^?''- 
ished  during  his  continuance  in  office.     The  Justices  of  the  Peace  for 
services  in  courts  of  sessions,  shall  be  paid  a  per  diem  allowance  out 
of  the  county  treasury. 

In  counties  having  a  population  exceeding  forty  thousand,  the  Le-  Surrogates  in 
gislature  may  provide  for  the  election  of  a  separate  officer  to  perform  •^^'^'^i'*  counties, 
the  duties  of  the  office  of  surrogate. 

The  legislature   may  confer  equity  jurisdiction  in  special    cases  Equity  jurisdic- 
upon  the  county  Judge.  ':^°^^'^^  county 

Inferior  local  courts,  of  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  maybe  es-  rjitv  courts 
tablished  by  the    Legislature  in  cities  ;  and  such  courts,  except  for 
the  cities  of  New  York  and  Buffiilo,  siiall  have  an  uniform  organi- 
zation and  jurisdiction  in  such  cities. 

Section  15.  The  Legislature  may,  on  application  of  the  board  of  Officers  toper- 
supervisors,  provide  for  the   election  of  local  officers,  not  to  exceed  couniyTud^eand 
two  in  any  county,  to  discharge  the  duties  of  county  Judge  and  of  surrogate." 
surrogate  in  cases  of  their  inability,  or  of  a  vacancy,  and  so  exercise 
such  other  powers  in  special  cases  as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

Section  l(i.  The  legislature  may  reorganize  the  judicial  districts  Judicial  district 
at  the  first  session  after  the  return  of  every  enumeration  under  this  P^^  ^^  reorgan- 
Constitution,  in  the  manner  provided  for  in  fourth  section  of  this  arti- 
cle, and  at  no  other  time;  and  they  may,  at  such  session,  increase 
or  diminish  the  dumber  of  districts,  but  such  increase  or  diminution 
shall  not  be  more  than  one  district  at  any  one  time.  Each  district 
shall  have  four  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court;  but  no  diminution 
of  the  districts  shall  have  the  etTect  to  remove  a  Judge  from  office. 

Section  17.  "  The  electors  of  the  several  towns"  shall,  at  their  an-  .TiKtices  of  the 
nual"  town"  meeting,  and  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  may  di-  peace  how  cho- 
rect,  elect  Justices  of  the  Peace,  whose  term  of  office  shall  be  four  office.   Amend- 
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ment  No.  1.  _  years.  "  In  case  of  an  election  to  fill  a  vacancy  occurring  before 
p.^mo'X''l^'  ^^^  expiration  of  a  full  term,  they  shall  hold  for  the  residue  of  the 
fiioc.  No. 300. '  unexpired  term.  Their  number  and  classification  may  be  regulated 
Sen.  Jour. '46,  by  law.  Justices  of  tiie  Peace,  and  Judges  or  Justices  of  inferior 
64^//~Cow.°Wl.  courts,  not  of  record,  and  their  clerks  may  be  removed,  (after  due 
^  Hill,  369.  notice  and  an  opportuniiy  of  being  heard  in  their  defence)  by  such 

How  removed,      county,  city  or  iState  courts  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law,  for  causes 

to  be  assigned  in  the  order  of  removal. 
Judicial  officers         Section  18.     All  judicial  officers  of  cities  and  villages,  and  all  such 
elected^^Wend.  ju^'cial  oflicers  us  i:;ay  be  created  therein  by  law,  shall  be  elected  at 
'il4.    ii6  Wend,      such  times  and  in  such  manner  as  the  legislature  may  direct. 
^'•'S-  Section  19.     Tlie  clerks  of  the  several  counties  of  this  state  shaJl 

County  clerks  to  be  clerks  of  the  Supreme  Court,  with  such  powers  and  duties  as  shall 
preme  court  "  ^^  prescribed  by  law.  A  clerk  for  the  Court  of  Appeals,  to  be  ex- 
Clerk  of  the  court  officio  clerk  of  ihe  Supreme  Court,  and  to  keep  his  office  at  the  seat 
Of  appeals.  of  government,  shall  be  chosen  by  the  electors  of  the  state  ;  he  shall 

hold  his  office  for  three  years,  ami  his  compensation  shall  be  fixed  by 
law  and  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury. 
No  judicial  offi-       Section  20.     No  judicial  ofllcer,  except  justices  of  the  peace,  shall 
ces  of  the  peace    receive  to  his  own  use  any  fees  or  perquisites  of  office, 
to  receive  fees.  Section  21.     I'he  legi.shiture  maj^  authorize  the  judgments,  de- 

Decisions  of  city  crees  and  decisions  of  any  local  inferior  court  of  record  of  original 
how'reviewed       civil  jurisdiction,  established  in  a  city,  to  be  removed  for  review  di- 
rectly into  the  Court  of  Appeals 
Publication  of  Section  22.     The  legi.slatiire  shall  provide  for  the  speedy  publica- 

stons.  '^'^""  *'""  "*  ""  5'atute  laws,  and  of  such  judicial  decisions  as  it  may  deem 
expedient.  And  all  laws  and  judicial  decisions  shall  be  free  for  pub- 
lication by  any  person. 

Section  23.  Tribunals  of  conciliation  may  be  established,  with 
such  powers  and  duties  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law  ;  but  such  tri- 
bunals shall  have  no  power  to  render  judgment  to  be  obligatory  on 
the  parties,  except  they  voluntarily  submit  their  matters  in  difference 
and  agree  to  abide  the  judgment,  or  assent  thereto,  in  the  presence 
of  such  tribunal,  in  such  cases  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 
Commissioners  Section  24.     The  legislature  at  its  first  session  after  the  adoption 

anrpleaSn^gs""  of  this  Constitution,  shall  provide  for  the  appointment  of  three  com- 
missioners, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  revise,  reform,  simplify  and 
abridge  the  rules  and  practice,  pleadings,  forms  and  proceedings  of 
the  courts  of  record  of  this  state,  and  to  report  thereon  to  the  legis- 
lature, subject  to  their  adoption  and  modification  from  time  to  time. 
Section  25.  The  legislature  at  its  first  session  alter  the  adoption 
of  this  Constitution,  shall  provide  for  the  organization  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  and  for  transferring  to  it  the  business  pending  in  the  Court 
for  the  Correction  of  Errors,  and  for  the  allowance  of  writs  of  error 
and  appeals  to  the  Court  of  Appeals,  from  the  judgments  and  decrees 
of  the  present  Court  of  Chancery  and  Supreme  Court,  and  of  the 
courts  that  may  he  organized  under  this  Constitution. 

ARTICLE  VIL 

Canal  revenues.  Section  1.  After  paying  the  expenses  of  collection,  snperinten- 
266^'^'5fi7"d  '^m'o  ^cnce  and  ordinary  repairs,  there  shall  be  appropriated  and  set  apart 
p.  f09~837.  Ass'y  '"  each  fiscal  year,  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  state  canals,  commenc- 
IJoc.  42,  No  88,  iug  on  the  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
^h**'  nT^^A*^''  ^'^'  ''^^  ^""'  of  one  million  and  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  uniil 
Jour.  '43,  p.  21:^  '■I'e  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five,  and 
703.  do.  '44,  p.  from  that  time  the  sum  of  one  million  and  seven  hundred  thousand 
Chan  314^^Ai'v  ''""^''^  '"  ^'^ch  fiscal  year,  as  a  sinking  fund,  to  pay  the  interest  and 
Jour.  '45, 1319.  redeem  the  principal  of  that  part  of  the  state  debt  called  the  canal 
Sinking  fund  to  debt,  as  it  existed  at  the  time  first  aforesaid,  and  including  three 
pay  canal  debt,      hundred  thousand  dollars  then  to  be  borrowed,  until  the  same  shall 

be  wholly  paid  ;  and  the   principal   and  income  of  the  said  sinking 

fund  shall  be  saeredly  applied  to  that  purpose. 
Sinking  fund  to         Section  2.     After  complying  with  the  provisions  of  the  first  section 
Sebtf^""''^  '"""^  of  t^''^  arllcle,  there  shall  be  appropriated  and  set  apart  out  of  tfie 
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surplus  revenues  of  the  state  canals,  in  each  fiscal  year,  commencing 
on  the  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six, 
tiie  sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  until  tlie  lime 
when  a  sufficient  sum  shall  have  been  appropriated  and  set  apart, 
under  the  said  first  section,  to  pay  the  interest  and  e?(tiuguish  the 
entire  principal  of  the  canal  debt;  and  after  that  period,  then  the 
sum  of  one  million  and  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  each  fiscal 
year,  as  a  sinking  fund,  to  pay  the  interest  and  redeem  the  principal 
of  that  part  of  the  state  debt  called  the  gjeneral  fund  debt,  including 
the  debt  for  loans  of  the  state  credit  to  railroad  companies  which  have 
failed  to  pay  the  interest  thereon,  and  also  the  contingent  debt  ou 
state  stocks  loaned  to  incorporated  companies  which  have  hitherto 
paid  the  interest  thereon  whenever  and  as  far  as  any  part  thereof 
may  become  a  charge  on  the  treasury  or  general  fund,  until  the  same 
shall  be  wholly  paid  ;  and  the  principal  and  income  of  the  said  last 
mentioned  sinking  fund  shall  be  sacredly  applied  to  the  purpose  afore- 
said  ;  and  if  the  payment  of  any  part  of  the  moneys  to  the  said  sink-  If  deferred  to  be 
ing  fund  shall  at  any  time  be  deferred,  by  reason  of  the  priority  re-  paid  with  quar- 
cognized  in  the  first  section  of  this  article,  the  sum  so  deferred,  with  *'  ^  »  eres  . 
quarterly  interest  thereon,  at  the  then  current  rate,  shall  be  paid  to 
the  last  mentioned  sinking  fund,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  consis- 
tently with  the  just  rights  of  the  creditors  holding  said  canal  debt. 

(Section  3.     After  jjaying  tiie  said  expenses  of  superintendence  and  $200,000  yearly- 
repairs  of  the  canals,  and  the  sums  appropriated  by  the  first  and  se-  to  support  of  go- 
cond  sections  of  this  article,  there  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  surplus  ^'^'^"'"^"^• 
revenues  of  the  canals,  to  the  treasuiy  of  the  state,  on  or  before  the 
thirtieth  day  of  September,  in  each  year,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  general  fund,  such  sum,  not  exceeding  two   hundred  thousand  ' 

dollars,  as  may  be  required  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  the 
state  ;  and  the  remainder  of  the  revenues  of  the  said  canals  shall,  in  Residue  to  com- 
each  fiscal  year,  be  applied,  in  such   manner  as  the  legislature  shall  plete  Erie  canal 
direct,  to  the  completion  of  the  Erie  Canal  enlargement,  and  the  Ge-  cenefee  Valley 
jiesee  Valley  and  Black  River  canals,  until  the  said  canals  shall  be  and  Black  River 
completed.  canals. 

If  at  any  time  after  the  period  of  eight  years  from  the  adoption  of  After  8  years 
this  Constitution,  the  revenues  of  the  state,  unappropriated  by  this  fJ55O,00O  tor  ex- 
article,  s'lall  not  be  sufficient  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  tlie  njem*^,^"  govern- 
government,  without  continuing  or  laying  a  direct  tax,  the  legislature 
may,  at  its  discretion,  supply  the  deficiency,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
from  the  surplus  revenues  of  the  canals,  after  complying  with  the 
provisions  of  the  first  two  sections  of  this  article,  for  paying  the  inte- 
rest and  extinguishing  the  principal  of  the  canal  and  general  fund 
debt;  but  the  sum  thus  appropriated  from  the  surplus  revenues  of 
the  canals  shall  not  exceed  annually  three  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  including  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  pro- 
vided for  by  this  section  for  the  expenses  of  the  government,  until 
the  general  fund  debt  shall  be  extinguished,  or  until  the  Erie  Canal 
enlargement  and  Genesee  Valley  and  Black  River  canals  shall  be 
completed,  and  after  that  debt  shall  be  paid,  or  the  said  canaN  shall 
be  completed,  then  the  sura  of  six  hundred  and  seventy-two  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  shall  be  necessary,  may 
be  annually  appropriated  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  government, 

Section  4.     The  claims  of  the  state  against  any  incorporated  com-   Claims  against 
pany  to  pay  the  interest  and  redeem  the  principal  of  the  stock  of  the  corporations  not 
state  loaned  or  advanced  to  such  company,  shall  be  fairly  enforced,  ^°    ^  ^e  ease  . 
and  not  released  or  compromised  ;  and  the  moneys  arising  from  such 
claims  shall  be  set  apart  and  applied  as  part  of  the  sinking  fund  pro- 
vided in  the  second  section  of  this  article.     But  the  time  limited  for 
the  fulfilment  of  any  condition  of  any  release  or  compromise  hereto- 
fore made  or  provided  for,  may  be  extended  by  law. 

Section  5.     If  the  sinking  funds,  or  either  of  them  provided  in  this  If  sinking  funds 
article,  shall  prove  insufficient  to  enable  the  state,  on  the  credit  of  -JJ^rg^ggj^b' '■°  ^^ 
such  fund,  to  procure  the  means  to  satisfy  the  claims  of  the  creditors  taxes. 
of  the  state,  as  they  become  payable,  the  legislature  shall,  by  equi- 
table taxes,  so  increase  the  revenues  of  the  said  funds  as  to  make 
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tliem,  respectively,  sufficient  perfectly  to  preserve  the  public  faith. 
Every  contribution  or  advance  to  the  canals,  or  their  debt,  from  any 
source,  other  tlian  their  direct  revenues,  shall,  with  quarterly  niterest, 
at  the  rales  then  current,  be  repaid  into  the  treasury,  for  the  use  of 
the  state,  out  of  the  canal  revenues  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  con- 
sistently with  the  just  rights  of  the  creditors  holdincr  the  said  canal 
debt. 
BoW^dr  "erased  ^^  Section  G.  The  legislature  shall  not  sell,  lease,  or  otherwise  dis- 
pose of  any  of  the  canals  of  the  state  ;  but  they  shall  remain  the  pro- 
perty of  the  state  and  under  its  management,  forever. 

Section  7.     The  legislature  shall  never  sell  or  dispose  of  the  salt 
springs  belonging  to  this  state.     The  lands  contiguous  thereto  and 
which  may  be  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  use  of  the  salt  springs, 
may  be  sold  by  authority  of  law  and  under  the  direction  of  the  com- 
missioners of  ihe  land  office,  for  the  purpose  of  investing  the  moneys 
arising  therefrom  in  other  lands  alike  convenient;  but  by  such  sale 
and  purchase  the  aggregate  quantity  of  these  lands  shall  not  be  di- 
minished. 
No  moneys  to  be       Section  8.     No  moneys  shall  ever  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of 
DroD T't^°"b  ^'^    *^^'®  state,  or  any  of  its  funds,  or  any  of  the  funds  under  its  manage- 
law  within  two      ment,  except  in  pursuance  of  an  appropriation  bv  law;  nor  unless 
years.  such  payment  be  made  within  two  years  next  after  the  passage  of 

such  appropriaiion  act;  and  every  such  law  making  a  new  appro- 
priation, or  continuing  or  reviving  an  appropriaiion,  shall  distinctly 
specify  the  sum  appropriated,  and  the  object  to  which  it  is  to  be  ap- 
plied ;  and  it  shall  not  be  sufficient  for  such  law  to  refer  to  any  other 
law  to  fix  such  sum. 
Credit  of  the  Section  9.     The  credit  of  the  state  shall  not,  in  any  manner,  be 

state  not  to  be       given  or  loaned  to,  or  in  aid  of  any  individual,  association  or  corpo- 
loaned.     Laws      raiinn 
'27,  p  47 ;  '36,  p.  r^^'on. 

227.  Sen.  Jour.  Section  10.  The  state  may,  to  meet  casual  deficits  or  failures  ia 
"38,  p.  416.  Doc.  revenues,  or  for  expenses  not  provided  for,  contract  debts,  but  such 
.Tour.  '39.  Do(f.  debts,  direct  and  contingent,  singly  or  in  the  aggregate,  shall  not,  at 
No.  110.  any  time,  exceed  one  million  of  dollars  ;   and  the  moneys  arising  from 

May  borrow  one  the  loans  creating  such  debts,  shall  be  applied  to  the  purpose  for 
million  dollars,      which  they  were  obtained,  or  to  repay  the  debt  so  contracted,  and 

to  no  other  purpose  whatever. 
Debt  to  repel  in-       Section  11.     In   addition   to  the  above  limited  power  to  contract 
vasion.  debts,  the  state  may  contract  debis  to  repel  invasion,  suppress  insur- 

rection, or  defend  the  .'^tate  in  war  :  but  the  money  arising  from  the 
contracting  of  such  debts  shall  be  applied  to  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  raised,  or  to  repay  such  debts,  and  to  no  other  purpose  what- 
ever. 
No  other  debt  Section  12.     Except  the  debts  specified  in  the  tenth  and  eleventh 

unless  authoriz-  sections  of  this  article,  no  debt  shall  be  hereafter  contracted  by  or 
approved  by  the  °"  behalf  of  this  state,  unless  such  debt  shall  be  authorized  by  a  law 
people.  for  some  single  work  or  object,  to  be  distinctly  specified  therein,  and 

such  law  shall  impose  and  provide  for  the  collection  of  a  direct  an- 
nual tax  to  pay,  and  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  on  such  debt  as  it 
falls  due,  and   also  to  pay  and  discharge  the  principal  of  such  debt 
within  eighteen  years  from  the  time  of  the  contracting  thereof. 
How  submitted.         No  such  law  shall  take  effect  until  it  shall,  at  a  general  election, 
have  been  submitted  to  the  people,  and  have  received  a  majority  of 
all  the  votes  cast  for  and  against  it,  at  such  election. 
How  such  bill  to       On  the  final  passage  of  such  bill  in  either  house  of  the  legislature, 
be  passed.  ^]jg  question  shall  be  taken  by  ayes  and  noes,  to  be  duly  entered  on 

the  journals  thereof,  and  shall  be:  "  Shall  thi.s  bill  pass,  and  ought 
the  same  to  receive  the  sanction  of  the  people?" 
How  far  repeal-         The  legislature  may  at  any  tiinp,  after  the  approval  of  such  law 
^°^^'  by  the  people,  if  no  debt  shall   have  been  contracted  in  pursuance 

thereof,  repeal  the  same  ;  and  may  at  any  time,  by  law,  forbid  the 
contracting  of  any  further  debt  or  liability  under  such  law  ;  but  the 
tax  imposed  by  such  act,  in  proportion  to  the  debt  and  liability  which 
may  have  been  contracted  in  pursuance  of  such  law,  shall  remain  in 
force  and  be  irrepealable,  and  be  annually  collected  until  the  proceeds 
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thereof  shall  have  made  the  provision  herein  before  specified,  to 
pay  and  discharge  the  interest  and  principal  of  such  dtbt  and  lia- 
bility. 

The  money  arising  from  any  loan  or  slock  creating  such  debt  or  Money  borrow- 
liability,  shall  be   applied  to  the  work  or  object  specified  in  the  act  ^'^^  ^ow  applied, 
authorizing  such  debt  or  liability,  or  for  the   payment  of  such  debt 
or  liability,  and  for  no  other  purpose  whatever 

No  such  law  shall  be   submitted  to  be  voted   on,  within  three  When  bill  sub- 
months  after  its  passage,  or  at  any  general  election,  when  any  other  mitted  to  the  peo- 
law  or  any  bill  or  any  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  be  voted  for  or  against. 

Section  13.     Every  law  which  imposes,  continues  or  revives  a  tax,  Tax  bills; 
shall  distinctly  stale  the  tax  and  the  object  to  which  it  is  to  be  ap- 
plied, and  it  shall  not  be  sufficient  to  refer  to  any  other  law  to  fix 
such  tax  or  object. 

Section  14.    On  the  final  passage  in  either  house  of  the  legislature.  Three-fifths  ne- 
of  every  act  which  imposes,  continues  or  revives  a  tax,  or  creates  a  q^g^^J^  in'^cer- 
debt  or  charge,  or  makes,  continues  or  revives  any  appropridtion  of  tain  cases. 
public  or  trust-money  or  property,  or  releases,  discharges  or  com- 
mutes any  claim  or  demand  of  the  state,  the  question  shall  be  taken 
by  ayes  and  noes,  which  shall  be  duly  entered  on  the  journals,  and 
three- fiths  of  all  tiie   members  elected  to  either  house,  shall,  in  all 
such  cases,  be  necessary  to  constitute  a  quorum  therein. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

Section  1.     Corporations  may  be  formed  under  general  laws  ;  but  Corporatione  to 
shall  not  be  created  by  special  act,  except  for  municipal  purposes,  ^eneraul'ws"'^^'^ 
and  in  cases  where  in  the  judgment  of  the  legislature,  the  objects  of  gen.  Jour.  '35. 
the  corporation  cannot  be  attained  under  general  laws.     All  general  Doc.  No.  4.    do 
laws  and  special  acts  passed  pursuant  to  this  section,  may  be  altered  ass'v  Jour^s"  ^• 
from  time  to  time  or  repealed.  p.  512.  Sen. Jour. 

Section  2.     Dues  from  corporations  shall  be  secured  by  such  indi-  '24,  p.  315. 
vidual  liability  of  the   corporators  and  other  means  as  may  be  pre-  May  be  repealed, 
scribed  by  law  J'S^'se^ 

Section  3.      The  term  corporations  as  used  m  this  article  shall  be  jour.  '44,  p.  236. 
construed  to  include  all  associations  and  joint-stock  companies  hav-  do.  '46,  Doc.  13, 
ing  any  of  the  powers  or  privileges  of  corporations  not  possessed  by  j^^  „u.'  ^  ^ 
individuals  or  partnerships.    And  ail  corporations  shall  have  the  right  Definition  of 
to  sue  and  shall  be  subject  to  be  sued  in  all  courts  in  like  cases  as  corporation, 
natural  persons. 

Section  4.  The  Legislature  shall   have  no  power  to  pass  any  act  No  special  char- 
granting  any  special  charter  for  banking  purposes  ;  but  corporations  ter  for  banking. 
or  associations   may  be  formed  for  such  purposes  under  general  doc.  No.  303  and 
laws.  304.    do.  '38,  No. 

Section  5.  The  Legislature  shall  have  no  power  to  pass  any  law  Iq  "d^^^no  es"'' 
sanctioning  in  any  manner,  directly  or  indirectly,  the  suspension  of  Se'n.  Jour. '37,  * 
specie  payments  by  any  person,  association   or   corporation   issuing  Doc.  No.  55. 
bank  notes  of  any  description.  |^J^-  ^""^gg^' 

Section  6.  The  Legislature  shall   provide  by  law  for  the  registry  g„snension  of 
of  all  bills  or  notes  issued  or  put  in  circulation  as  money,  and  shall  specie  payments. 
require  ample  security  for  the  redemption  of  the  same  in  specie.         Sen- Jour.  '37,  p. 

Section  7.  The  stockholders  in  every  corporation  and  joint-stock  ^37 '  „ ''514  ^^^* 
association  for  banking  purposes,  issuing  bank  notes  or  any  kind  of  jigLjgfj.„  g^^d  se- 
paper  credits   to  circulate  as  money,  after  the  first  day  of  January,  curltyofbank 
one  thousand  eight  hundred   and  fifty,  shall  be  individually  respon-  notes. 
sible  to   the  amount  of  their  respective   share  or  shares  of  stock  in  Stockholders  in 
any  such  corporation  or  association,  for  all  its  debts  and  liabilities  of  fionsTndivkfuau' 
every  kind  contracted  after  the  said  first  day  of  January,  one  thou-  ly  responsible. 
sand  eight  hundred  and  fifty. 

Section  8.  In  case  of  the  insolvency  of  any  bank  or  banking  as-  Bill  holders  to  be 
sociation,  the  bill-holders  thereof  shall  be  entitled   to  preference  in  first  paid. 
payment  over  all  other  creditors  of  uuch  bank  or  association. 
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Cities  and  villa- 
ges, and  restric- 
tion on  their 
power  of  taxa- 
tion. 


ART.  9.— SCHOOL  FUND,  &c. 

Section  9.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  provide  for 
the  organization  of  cities  and  incorporated  villages,  and  to  restrict 
their  power  of  taxation,  assessment,  borrowing  money,  contracting 
debts  and  loaning  their  credit,  so  as  to  prevent  abuses  in  assess- 
ments and  in  contracting  debt  by  such  municipal  corporations. 


Com.  School, 
Literature,  and 
U.  S  Deposite 
Funds.    Art.  7, 
§  10.   Ass'yJour. 
'23,  p.  490,  713, 
769.     Sen.  Jour. 
'24,  p  494.    1  R. 
S.  p.  196. 


ARTICLE  IX. 

Section  1.  The  capital  of  the  common  school  fund,  the  capital  of 
the  literature  fund,  and  the  capital  of  the  United  States  deposite 
fund,  shall  be  respectively  preserved  inviolate.  The  revenue  of  the 
said  common  school  fund  shall  be  applied  to  the  support  of  common 
schools  ;  the  revenues  of  the  said  literature  fund  shall  be  applied  to 
the  support  of  academies,  and  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dol. 
lars  of  the  revenues  of  t'.ie  United  States  deposite  fund  shall  each 
year  be  appropriated  to  and  made  a  part  of  the  capital  of  the  said 
common  school  fund. 


ARTICLE  X. 


Sheriffs,  county 
clerics,  coroners 
and  district  attor 
neys.  Art.  4,  §8, 
2  Wend.  266. 
3 1  do.  133. 
24  do.  215. 


How  removed. 
6  Hill,  49. 


Local  officers  to 
be  elected  or  ap- 
pointed in  their 
respective  locali- 
ties. 


Other  officers  to 
be  elected  or  ap- 

rointed.    Art.  4, 
15. 


Duration  of  offi- 
ces.   Art.  4,  §  16. 


Vacancies,  how 
supplied.  Ass'y 
Jour. '33.  Doc. 
No.  300- 


Political  year. 
Art  2,  eec.  14. 


Removal  of  offi. 
cers. 


Section  1.  Sheriffs,  clerks  of  counties,  including  the  register  and 
clerk  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  coroners,  and  "  district 
attorneys,"  shall  be  chosen  by  the  electors  of  the  respective  coun- 
ties once  in  every  three  years,  and  as  often  as  vacancies  shall  hap- 
pen. Sheriffs  shall  hold  no  other  office,  and  be  ineligible  for  the 
next  three  years  after  the  termination  of  their  offices.  They  may 
be  required  by  law  to  renew  their  security  from  time  to  time  ;  and 
in  default  of  giving  such  new  security,  their  offices  shall  be  deemed 
vacant.  But  the  county  shall  never  be  made  responsible  for  the 
acts  of  the  sheriff. 

The  Governor  may  remove  any  officer,  in  this  section  mentioned, 
within  the  term  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected  ;  giving  to 
such  officer  a  copy  of  the  charges  against  him,  and  an  opportunity 
of  being  heard  in  his  defence. 

Section  2.  All  county  officers  whose  election  or  appointment  is 
not  provided  for  by  this  Constitution,  shall  be  elected  by  the  elect- 
ors of  the  respective  countie.s,  or  appointed  by  the  boards  of  super- 
visors, or  other  county  authorities,  as  the  Legislature  shall  direct. 
All  city,  town  and  village  officers,  whose  election  or  appointment  is 
not  provided  for  by  this  Constitution,  shall  be  elected  by  the  elect- 
ors of  such  cities,  towns  and  villages,  or  of  some  division  thereof,  or 
appointed  by  such  authorities  thereof,  as  the  Legislature  shall  de- 
signate for  that  purpose.  All  other  officers  whose  election  or  ap- 
pointment is  not  provided  for  by  this  Constitution,  and  all  officers 
whose  offices  may  hereafter  be  created  by  law,  shall  be  elected  by 
the  people,  or  appointed,  as  the  Legislature  may  direct. 

Section  3.  When  the  duration  of  any  office  is  not  provided  by  this 
Constitution,  it  may  be  declared  by  law,  and  if  not  so  declared, 
such  office  shall  be  held  during  the  pleasure  of  the  authority  making 
the  appointment. 

Section  4.  The  time  of  electing  all  officers  named  in  this  article 
shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Section  5.  The  Legislature  shall  provide  for  filling  vacancies  in 
office  ;  and  in  case  of  elective  officers,  no  person  appointed  to  fill  a 
vacancy  shall  hold  his  office,  by  virtue  of  such  appointment,  longer 
than  the  commencement  of  the  political  year  next  succeeding  the 
first  annual  election  after  the  happening  of  the  vacancy. 

Section  6.  The  political  year  and  "  legislative  term"  shall  begin  on 
the  first  of  January,  and  the  Legislature  shall  every  year  assemble 
on  the  first  Tuesday  in  January,  unless  a  different  day  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  law. 

Section  7.  Provision  shall  be  made  by  law  for  the  removal  for 
misconduct  or  malversation  in  office  of  all  officers  (except  judicial) 
whose  powers  and  duties  are  not  local  or  legislative,  and  who  shall 
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be  elected  at  general  elections,  and   also  for  supplying  vacancies 
created  by  such  removal. 

Section  8-  The  Legislature  may  declare  the  cases  in  which  any  What  deemed  a 
office  shall  be  deemed  vacant,  where  no  provision  is  made  for  that  vacancy. 
purpose  in  this  Constitution. 

ARTICLE  XL 

Section  1.  The  militia  of  this  State  shall,  at  all  times  hereafter.  Militia  to  be      _ 
be  armed  and  disciplined,  and  in  readiness  for  service  ;  but  all  such  p™ed.^"'^  '^'^'' 
inhabitants  of  this   State,  of  any  religious   denomination  whatever, 
as  from  scruples  of  conscience  may  be  averse  to  bearing  arms,  shall 
be  excused  therefrom,  upon  such  conditions  as  shall  be  prescribed  by 
law. 

Section  2.  Militia  officers  shall  be  chosen  or  appointed  as  follows  :  Militia  officers, 
captains,  subalterns   and  non-commissioned  officers  shall  be  chosen  how  chosen  and 
by  the  written  votes  of  the  members  of  their  respective  companies.  4^^^e*c."L 
Field  officers  of  regiments  and   separate  battalions,  by  the  written 
votes  of  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  respective  regiments  and 
separate   battalions  ;  brigadier- generals  and  brigade  inspectors  by 
the  field  officers  of  their  respective   brigades  ;  major-generals  and 
commanding  officers  of  regiments    or   separate  battalions,  shall  ap- 
point the   staff  officers  to  their  respective  divisions,  brigades,  regi- 
ments or  separate  battalions. 


Section  3.  The  Governor  shall  nominate,  and  with  the  consent  of 


Militia  officers 


appointed  by 

the  Senate,  appoint  all  major-generals  and  the  commissary-general.  Governor  and 
The   adjutant-general    and   other   chiefs  of  staff  departments,  and  Sena^te.    Art.  4, 
the  aid-de-camp  of  the  commander-in-chief  shall  be  appointed  by  ^'^'^^ "'  ^®'^'    • 
the  Governor,  and  their  commissions  shall  expire  with  the  time  for 
which  the   Governor  shall   have  been   elected.     The  commissary-  Commissary  G» 
general  shall  hold  his  office   for  two  years.     He  shall  give  security  cuilty."  ^'^^  ^^" 
for  the  faithful  execution  of  the  duties  of  his  office  in  such  manner 
and  amount  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Section  4.  The  Legislature  shall  by  law  direct  the  time  and  man-  ^^tVofficera"^^ 
ner  of  electing  militia  officers,  and  of  certifying  their  elections  to  j^^i^  4  ggc.  3. 
the  Governor. 

Sectiou  5.  The  commissioned  officers  of  the  militia  shall  be  com-  Militia  officers, 
missioned  by  the  Governor ;  and  no  commissioned   officer  shall  be  how  commission- 
removed  from  office,  unless  by  the    Senate  on  the  recommendation       '         ■   '      ■  • 
of  the  Governor,  stating   the   grounds  on  which  such  removal  is  re- 
commended, or  by  the  decision  of  a  court  martial,  pursuant  to  law. 
The  present  officers  of  the  militia  shall  hold  their  commissions  sub- 
ject to  removal,  as  before  provided. 

Section  6.  In  case  tlie  mode  of  election  and  appointment  of  mili-  Election  of  mili- 
tia officers  hereby  directed  shall  not  be  found  conducive  to  the  im-  i^g  abolished. 
provement  of  the   militia,  the   Legislature   may  abolish  tlie   same,  Art.  4,  sec.  5. 
and  provide   by  law  for  their  appointment   and   removal,  if  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  present  in  each  house  shall  concur  therein. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

Section  1.  Members  of  the  Legislature,  and  all  officers,  execu-  Oath  of  office 
tive  and  judicial,  except  such  inferior  officers  as  may  be  by  law  ex-  ^nfe^sec'l 
empted,  shall,  before  they  enter  on  the  duties  of  their  respective 
offices,  take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath  or  affirmation  : 

"  I  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm,  as  the  case  may  be)  that  I  will 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Constitution 
of  the  State  of  New  York  ;  and  that  I  will  faithfully  discharge  the 
duties  of  the  office  of  according  to  the  best  of  my  ability." 

And  no  other  oath,  declaration  or  test  shall  be  required  as  a  qual- 
ification for  any  office  or  public  trust. 
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ARTICLE  XIII. 

Section  1.  Any  amendment  or  amendments  to  this  Constitution 
C^s"itmion^  ^°     ™ay  be  proposed   in  tlie   Senate  and  Assembly  ;  and  if  the  same 
how  made.  '         shall  be  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  the  members  elected  to  each  of 
Art.  8,  sec.  1.         ^i)g  [^,o  jjouses,  such  proposed  amendment  or  amendments  shall  be 
entered  on  tlieir  journals  with  the  yeas  and  nays  taken  thereon,  and 
referred  to  the  Legislature  to  be  chosen  "  at  the  ne.xt  general  elec- 
tion of  Senators,"  and  shall  be  published  for  three  months  previous 
to  the  time  of  making  such   choice  ;  and  if,  in   the   Legislature  so 
next  chosen  as  aforesaid,  such  proposed  amendment  or  amendments 
shall  be  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to  each 
house,  then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legislature   to  submit  such 
proposed  amendment  or  amendments  to  the  people,  in  such  manner 
and  at  such  time  as  the  Legislature  shall  prescribe  ;  and  if  the  peo- 
ple shall  approve  and  ratify  such  amendment  or  amendments,  by  a 
majority  of  the  electors  qualified  to  vote  for  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, voting  thereon,  such  amendment  or  amendments  shall  become 
part  of  the  Constitnt-on. 
Future  conven-  Section  2.  At  the  general  election  to  be  held  in  the  year  eighteen 

tiori,  how  called,  hundred  and  sixty-six,  and  in  each  twentieth  year  thereafter,  and 
also  at  such  lime  as  the  Legislature  may  by  law  provide,  the  ques- 
tion, "  Shall  there  be  a  Convention  to  revise  the  Constitution  and 
amend  the  same  ?"  shall  be  decided  by  the  electors  qualified  to  vote 
for  members  of  the  Legislature  ;  and  in  case  a  majority  of  the  elec- 
tors so  qualified,  voting  at  such  election,  shall  decide  in  favor  of  a 
Convention  for  such  purpose,  the  Legislature,  at  its  next  session, 
shall  provide  by  law  for  the  election  of  delegates  to  such  Conven- 
tion. 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

„.„  ,  ,    ..        r        Section  1.  The  first  election  of  Senators  and  Members  of  Assam- 
!■  irst  election  of    , ,  ,  ..    i  .     .r,         .       •  ■>..■•> 

members  of  the     bly,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution,  shall  be  held  on 
Legislature.  the  'I'uesday  succeeding  the  first  Monday  of  November,  one  thou- 

sand eight  hundred  and  forty-seven. 

The  Senators  and  Members  of  Assembly  who  maybe  in  office  on 
the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
seven,  shall  hold  their  oflSces  until  and  including  the  thirty-first  day 
of  December  following,  and  no  longer. 

Section  2.  The  first  election  of  Governor  and  Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor, under  this  Constitution,  shall  be  held  on  the  Tuesday  succeed- 
LieutV Governor,  ing  the  first  Monday  of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-eight ;  and  the  Governor  and  Lieutenant-Governor  in  office 
when  this  Constitution  shall  take  effect,  shall  hold  iheir  respective 
offices  until  and  including  the  thirty-first  day  of  December  of  that 
year. 

Section  3.  The  Secretary  of  State,  Comptroller,  Treasurer, 
state  oftcers.  Attorney-General,  District  Attorneys,  Surveyor-General,  Canal 
Commissioners,  and  inspectors  of  State  prisons,  in  office  when  this 
Constitution  shall  take  etlect,  shall  hold  their  respective  offices  un- 
til and  including  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-seven,  and  no  longer. 

Section  4.  The  first  election  of  judges  and  clerk  of  the  court  of 
rourt^of  AuDetUa  ^PPe^'s,  Justices  of  the  f>upreme  Court,  and  county  judges,  shall 
and  justices  of  take  place  at  such  time  between  the  first  Tuesday  of  April  and  the 
the  Supreme  second  Tuesday  of  June,  one   thousand    eight   hundred   and   forty- 

°""'  seven,  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law.     The  said  courts  shall  respec- 

tively enter  upon  their  duties  on  the  first  Monday  of  July  next 
theriafier  ;  but  the  term  of  office  of  said  judges,  clerk  and  Justices 
as  declared  by  ihis  Constitution,  shall  be  deemed  to  commence  on 
the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
Jurisdiction  of      eight. 

veste'dm^ithe'su-       'lection  5-  On  the  first  Monday  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
preme  Court.        died  and  forty-seven,  jurisdiction  of  all  suits  and  proceedings  then 
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Governor  and 
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pending  in  the  present  Supreme  Court  and  Court  of  Chancery,  and 
all  suits  and  proceedings  originally  commenced  and  then  pending  in 
any  Court  of  Common  Pleas, (except  in  the  city  and  county  of  New 
York,)  shall  become  vested  in  the  Supreme  Court  hereby  estab- 
lished. Proceedings  pending  in  courts  of  Common  Pleas,  and  in 
suits  originally  commenced  in  Justices'  courts,  shall  be  transferred 
to  the  county  courts  provided  for  in  this  Constitution,  in  such  man- 
ner and  form,  and  under  such  regulation,  as  shall  be  provided  by 
law.  The  courts  of  Oyer  and  I'erminer  hereby  established  shall, 
in  their  respective  counties,  have  jurisdiction,  on  and  after  the  day 
last  mentioned,  of  all  indictments  and  proceedings  then  pending  in 
the  present  courts  of  Oyer  and  Terminer;  and  also  of  all  indict- 
ments and  proceedings  then  pending  in  the  present  courts  of  gene- 
ral sessions  of  the  peace,  except  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  ex- 
cept in  cases  of  which  the  courts  of  sessions  hereby  established 
may  lawfully  take  cognizance  ;  and  of  such  indictments  and  pro- 
ceedings the  courts  of  sessions  hereby  established  shall  have  juris- 
diction on  and  after  the  day  last  mentioned. 

Section  B.  The  chancellor  and   the  present  Supreme  Court  shall  Chancellor  and 
respectively  have  power  to  hear  and  determine  any  of  such  suits  and  couruo  decW™° 
proceedings  ready  on  the  first  Monday  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  suits  ready  for 
hundred  and  forty-seven,  for  hearing  or  decision,  and  shall,  for  their  hearing, 
services  therein,  be  entitled  to   their  present  rates  of  compensation 
until   the  first  day  of  July,  one   thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
eight,  or  until  all  such  suits   and  proceedings  shall  be  sooner  heard 
and   determined.      Masters   in   chancery  may  continue   to   exercise  Masters  and  ex- 
the  functions  of  their  office  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  so  long  as  the  aminerr. 
Chancellor  shall  continue  to  exercise  the  functions  of  his  office  un- 
der the  provisions  of  this  Constitution. 

And  the  Supreme  Court  hereby  established  shall  also  have  power  Supreme  Court 
to  hear  and  determine  such  of  said  suits  and  proceedings  as  may  be  ^y^et'^^s  ^'^''^^ 
prescribed  by  law.  scribedlby'faw. 

Section  7.  In  case  any  vacancy  shall  occur  in  the  office  of  chan-  Vacancy  in 
cellor  or  Justice  of  the  present  Supreme   Court,  previously  to  the  office  of  Chan- 
first  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight,  the  '^^'''"^■ 
Governor  may  nominate,  and  by  and  with   the   advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  appoint  a  proper  person  to  fill  such  vacancy.     Any 
judge   of  the   court  of  appeals  or  Justice  of  the  i^upreme   Court, 
elected  under  this  Constitution,  may  receive  and  hold  such  appoint- 
ment. 

Sections.  The  offices  of  chancellor.  Justice  of  the  existing  Su-  Office  of  Chan- 
preme  Court,  circuit  judge,  vice-chancellor,  assistant  vice-chancel-  [he  exi9tin"*^S^u" 
lor,  judge  of  the  existing  county  courts   of  each   county.  Supreme  preme  Court, &c. 
Court  commissioner,  master  in  chancery,  examiner  in  chancery,  and  abolished. 
surrogate,  (except  as  herein  otherwise  provided,)  are  abolished  from 
and  after  the  first   Monday  of  July,  one   thousand  eight   hundred 
and  forty-seven  (1847.) 

Section  9.  The  Chancellor,  the  Justices  of  the  present  Supreme  Chancellor,  &c., 
Court,  and  the  circuit  judges,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  severally  |t'firat\lection.° 
eligible  to  any  office  at  the  first  election  under  this  Constitution. 

Section  10.  Sherifis,  cleiks  of  counties,  (including  the  register  and 
clerk  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,.i  and  Justices  of  the  Peace 
and  coroners,  in  office  when  this  Constitution  shall  take  effect,  shall 
hold  their  respective  offices  until  the  expiration  of  the  term  for 
which  they  were  respectively  elected. 

Section  11.  Judicial  officers  in  office  when  this  Constitution  shall  Judicial  officers 
take  elTect,  may  continue   to  receive  such  fees  and   perquisites  of  ^"./^■'^'^'^''i^y'* 
office  as  are  now  authorized  by  law,  until  the  first  day  of  July,  one  ^' 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven,  notwithstanding  the  provi- 
sions of  the  twentieth  section  of  the  sixth  article  of  this  Constitu- 
tion. 

Section  12.  All  local  courts  established  in  any  city  or  village,  in-  Local  courts  in 
cludini?  the  Superior  Court,  Common  Pleas,  sessions  and  surrogate's  "ties  and  villa- 

.PI         ■  J  i        f  -NT        -V7-     1        i_    11  •  .-1   ges  to  remain 

courts  of  the   city  and  county  of  JNew  York,  shall  remain,   until  until,  <&c. 

uthtrwise  dirccicd  by  the  Legislature,  with  their  present  powers  and 


20  ART.  14— MISCELLANEOUS. 

jurisdictions ;  and  the  judges  of  such  courts  and  any  clerks  thereof 
in  ofBce  on  the  first  day  of  JanuarVi  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-seven,  shall  continue  in  office  uutii  the  expiration  of  their 
terms  of  office,  or  until  the  Legislature  shall  otherwise  direct. 
When  constitu-  Section  13.  This  Constitution  shall  be  in  force  from  and  including 
lion  takes  effect,  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
seven,  except  as  is  herein  otherwise  provided. 

Done  in  Convention,  at  the  Capitol,  in  the  city  of  Albany,  the 
ninth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  one   thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-six,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America  the  seventy-first. 
In  witness  thereof,  we  have  hereunto  subscribed  our  names. 
JOHN  TRACY,  President, 
And  Delegate  from  the  county  of  Chenango. 
James  F.  Starbuck,  i 
ti.  W.  Strong,  >  Secretaries, 

Fr.  Seger,  ) 

State  of  New  York,  ? 
Secretary's  Office.       ^ 
I  have  compared  the  preceding  with  the  original  engrossed  Con- 
stitution, deposited  in  this  office  on  the  ninth  day  of  October,  1846, 
and  do  certify  that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom,  and 
of  the  wiiole  of  said  original. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  the  city  of 
[l.  s.]     Albany,  the  tenth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six. 

N.  S.  BENTON,  Secretary  of  State. 


